Maximizing Bb Tip Sheet

Transferring HTML Code to Blackboard

Although Blackboard’s text formatting box and toolbar have become equal (or nearly so) to a
word processor’s, the table function is not always cooperative. The work-around is to copy HTML
code in an editor (such as Dreamweaver) and paste the code into Bb’'s HTML dialog box.

The copy/paste method sometimes produces unexpected result. Re-open the HTML dialog box
and see if Bb added extra code. Remove the unexpected addition and re-Submit. Usually that
repair will suffice.

You can also write code directly in Bb. Test use of characters as not all will be supported, and
save frequently and often. Like most educational platforms, Bb gives little guidance on creating
pages with HTML. The reason is simple: they cannot spend time on all the “support” that would
be necessary in helping users learn HTML.
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Dreamweaver: Insert Table

‘Table

1. Turn off CSS function.

2. File > New > Document >
Basic Page (HTML)

3. Insert Table (a good
starting point for every

page, anyway).

Favorite settings:

Width of 86 percent, but 92
and 96 provide just enough
white space for margins on
Bb screens.

Border thickness of 0 (zero)
pixels.
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Dreamweaver’s “Split View” shows code at top, designed table below.
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Copy just the code for the table, between tags <table> and </table>.
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In Bb, select <htmlI> from the formatting toolbar and then paste the code.
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The table is now editable in Bb, either in the format box or the html box.
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Hello, world.
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